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AGENDA
What is creative thinking?

Why is it so important?
How we can incorporate it into the English Language classroom
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Draw four 
straight lines 
that connect 
all nine dots 
without lifting 
your pen or 
pencil off of 
the paper.
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What do you 
think creative 
thinking is?

“Creative 
thinking is a way 
of looking at 
problems or 
situations from a 
fresh perspective 
that suggests 
unorthodox
solutions.”
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A Taxonomy for Teaching, Learning and Assessment
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Creativity and Innovation 

THINK CREATIVELY 
• Use a wide range of idea-creation techniques 
(such as brainstorming) 
• Create new and worthwhile ideas
• Elaborate, refine, analyze, and evaluate their 
own ideas in order to improve and maximize 
creative efforts 

WORK CREATIVELY WITH OTHERS 
• Develop, implement, and communicate new 
ideas to others effectively 
• Be open and responsive to new and diverse 
perspectives
• Demonstrate originality and inventiveness in 
work
• View failure as an opportunity to learnwww.battelleforkids.org/networks/p21

National  
Geographic 

Learning



“We are attempting to educate students today so that they 
will be ready to solve future problems that have not yet been 
identified, using technologies not yet invented, based on 
scientific knowledge not yet discovered.”

JJ Lagowski
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“Creativity now 
is as important
in education as 

literacy. We 
should treat it 
with the same 

status.”
Sir Ken Robinson

On a scale of 1-10 (10=totally agree) how 
far do you agree? Why/Why not?
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62,897,423 views!
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Adobe, State of Create, 2016

National  
Geographic 

Learning



Adobe, State of Create, 2016
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Are you a creative person?
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Alternative Uses Test 
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> Cufflinks
> Earrings
> Bookmark
> Thing you use to push the emergency 
restart button on your router
> Keeping headphones from getting 
tangled up
> Nose weight for paper aeroplanes

> Hairclip
> Lock pick
> Fish hook
> Back scratcher
> Money clip
> Lock for hamster cage 
> Picture hanger

Alternative Uses Test 
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Peach, strawberry, melon, 
pineapple, grapes

Dog, cat, fish, pig, cow

Spider, butterfly, bee, grasshopper, 
snail

Car, boat, train, bicycle, bus

Odd One Out
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“A focus on 

CREATIVITY, 

critical thinking, 
communication and 
collaboration is 
essential to prepare 
students for the 
future.”

P21.org
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How can we foster creativity

in the ELT classroom?
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IDEASWORTHSPREADING
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Is it 
possible to 
make filthy 

drinking 
water 

drinkable?
How?
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“Thinking 
differently about 
a problem that 
seems 
impossible to 
solve just might 
bring forth an 
ingenious 
solution.”

Michael Pritchard
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https://www.ted.com/talks/michael_pritchard_invents_a_water_filter?language=en
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“Every problem has 
a solution. You just 
have to be creative
enough to find it.”
Travis Kalanick, co-founder 

of Uber
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Work in groups. 

What ideas can you think of to rehabilitate oil 
supertankers once they are no longer needed?

www.bbc.com/future/story/20171029-five-big-ideas-and-when-theyll-happenNational  
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www.bbc.com/future/story/20171029-five-big-ideas-and-when-theyll-happen

Discuss the pros and 
cons of these ideas, 
then rank them in 
order of how good an 
idea you think they 
are.

1. Dispose of/dismantle them for recycling

2. Turn them into mobile waste water treatment plants

3. Turn them into floating public villages

4. Transform them into environmentally friendly mobile 
power stations

5. Turn them into floating factories

6. Sink them to create artificial reefs
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Life Advanced
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Pathways Listening & Speaking 3
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Pathways Listening & Speaking 3
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Project

Based

Learning

“PBL can be defined as 
an extended learning 
process that uses 
inquiry and challenge 
to stimulate the 
growth and mastery of 
skills.”

Thom Markham, 2012
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Perspectives Pre-Intermediate
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Perspectives Intermediate
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“One major advantage of project 
work is that it makes school more 
like real life. It’s an in-depth 
investigation of a real-world topic 
worthy of learner’s attention and 
effort.”

Sylvia Chard, educational researcher

National  
Geographic 

Learning



“Creativity is 
contagious.
Pass it on.” 

Albert Einstein
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Encourage
learners to

by…

∙ using brainstorming and 
creativity based tasks

∙ inspiring them with TED 
speakers

∙ incorporating problem and 
solution tasks

∙ incorporating project work

∙ being a creative teacher
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“The principle goal of 
education is to create people 
who are capable of doing new 
things, not simply of repeating 
what other generations have 
done — people who are 
creative, inventive, and 
discoverers.”

Jean Piaget
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What will you try to do to develop both your own 
creative thinking skills and those of your students?
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ELTNGL.com/webinars

ELTNGL.com/infocus

Join National 
Geographic Learning!

www.eltngl.com/ted
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