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“Writing is being 
displaced by 
image as the 
central mode for 
representation.” 

Bezemer & Kress, Written 
Communication, 2008

On a scale of 1-10 how 
far do you agree with 
this statement?
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“Visual literacy is a group of 
vision-competencies a human 
being can develop by seeing 
and at the same time having 
and integrating other sensory 
experiences.”

John Debes

What is visual literacy?
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“Meaning is 
communicated through 
image more readily than 
print, which makes visual 
literacy a powerful 
teaching tool.”

Patricia Edwards, Reading Today, 2010
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Why are images 
such a POWERFUL

teaching tool, 
especially in the 
ELT classroom?
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“Although there are few true Kazakh nomads left 
- most have given up their traditional nomadic 
lifestyle in favour of a more settled existence -
one of their most famous traditions still endures: 
that of eagle hunting. Eagle hunting is an art that 
dates back to the days of Genghis Khan. 
Wrapped in warm clothes and fur hats to fend 
off the cold, eagle hunters can still be seen riding 
their small ponies across the plains of western 
Mongolia, tracking foxes and other small 
mammals. An eagle hunter spends ten years 
with each bird, training it with great skill and 
patience, forming an intimate working 
relationship, even sharing with it, the meat of 
the animals it kills. “ 
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The picture 
superiority effect 
refers to the 
phenomenon in 
which pictures 
and images are 
more likely to be 
remembered than 
words.
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“Based on research into the Picture Superiority 
Effect, when we read text alone, we are likely to 
remember only 10 percent of the information 3 
days later. If that information is presented to us 
as text combined with a relevant image, we are 
likely to remember 65 percent of the 
information 3 days later.” 

John Medina, Brain Rules, 2008
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https://neomam.com/interactive/13reasons/
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“In our mind, our life is a trail of 
images, one leading to another 
to another. Our brain senses the 
world, but our mind 
comprehends it, and the vehicle 
that carries us along this 
journey is the image.”  

Professor James E. Zull, The Art of 
Changing the Brain
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The Art of Changing the Brain, Zull, 2002
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“Words and images are inseparable. 
We read or hear words and we think 
of images. We see an image and we 
think of words.”

Jamie Keddie, 2009
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best friends
long lost friends
best buds
old acquaintances
brotherly love
brother from another mother
true friends

an odd couple
a faithful companion
blood brothers
a passing acquaintance
mutual respect
partners in crime
a strange alliance
BFFs
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“What is the use of 
a book”, thought 
Alice, “without 
pictures or 
conversations?”

Lewis Carrol
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curiosity
[kjʊərɪˈɒsɪti]

a strong desire to know 
or learn something
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“The more curious a 
child is, the more he 
learns. Nurturing a 
child’s curiosity is one 
of the most important 
ways you can help 
them become a 
lifelong learner”

Tips on Nurturing Your Child’s 
Curiosity
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“Without 
image, 
thinking is 
impossible”

Aristotle
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Goldstein, 2016, Visual Literacy in English Language Teaching: Part 

of the Cambridge Papers in ELT series, CUP

Three Dimensions of Viewing
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Three Dimensions of Viewing

Goldstein, 2016, Visual Literacy in English Language Teaching: Part 

of the Cambridge Papers in ELT series, CUP
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Three Dimensions of Viewing

Goldstein, 2016, Visual Literacy in English Language Teaching: Part 

of the Cambridge Papers in ELT series, CUP
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Who?
Where?
What?
Why?
How?
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Who?
Where?
What?
Why?
How?
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Images + Text 

=  
increased 

comprehension
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Looking after it
Food and water
Empty cage
Searched everywhere
Having a bath
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Interview the 
Picture

Imagine you’re 
going to interview 
this man. What 
questions would 
you ask him?
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http://www.ravingravens.com/.a/6a0133ecdf372a970b0133ed6475ff970b-

popup

Use this image in an advertisement and write a slogan. You are either…
• a bicycle manufacturer
• an environmental organisation
• a manufacturer of electric carsNational 
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https://eltngl.com/watch/videos/voices_rubensalgado.html
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Elicit an emotional response

Engage, interest & motivate

Encourage curiosity and critical thinking

Support understanding of discourse

Support speaking activities

Stimulate debate & discussion

Extend knowledge of the world

Make learning last  

Images…
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“Images speak to us. They give rise to 
outbursts of emotion, thought and 
curiosity. They bring back memories
and remind us of the experiences we 
have had. Images refresh the part of 
the brain that words alone fail to 
reach.”

Jamie Keddie
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Thank you for your participation!
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Join National 
Geographic Learning!

ELTNGL.com/webinars

ELTNGL.com/infocus

eltngl.com/life

For further Information please 
contact English Book Education 

Bookshop: Chavchavadze ave 14, Tbilisi 
Email: englishbookteam@englishbook.ge

Website: englishbookeducation.co.uk 
Direct line 032 2 00 12 44
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Join National 
Geographic Learning!

ELTNGL.com/webinars

ELTNGL.com/infocus

eltngl.com/life

For further Information
please contact:

Tim Pearse
tim.pearse@cengage.com
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