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Preparing learners for life beyond 
the classroom
Georgia, February 2019

Anna Hasper
ELT Consultant for Macmillan
anna@teachertrain.org

Session overview

• Warmer
• Putting it in context
• Our context, their future
• Reflection
• Q & A

WARMER

Connect the dots:
draw 4 straight lines,
without lifting your
pen off the paper &
without going back
over a line. You have
2 minutes.

5

Be creative

6

If you’ve solved the puzzle, well done!

If you haven’t yet, it might help to
question your assumptions. Read &
decide whether the sentences below are
true (T) or false (F).

The instructions say:
• Each line has to start and end on a dot.
• Your lines can go further than the rows of dots.
• Each line has to go through 3 dots.

mailto:anna@teachertrain.org
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Think about it
You have 10 seconds to look at the pictures and remember the animals 

What animals did you see? Tell the person next to you.

Some of the animals are hiding in these phrases. What are they?

1. With no clothes on

2. A cry for help

3. A very dull person 

4. A person you love 

5. If your car breaks down, you may have to get this

6. These make up a chain 

7. Hair-control foam

bear  (bare)

whale (wail)

boar (bore) 

deer (dear)

toad (towed)

lynx (links)

moose (mouse) 

• A farmer comes with his wolf, goat and cabbage to 
the river

• He wants to cross with his creatures & vegetable. 
• There is one boat, but it can only carry 2 things at 

a time, including the farmer.
• Now, if the wolf is left alone with the goat the wolf 

will eat the goat…
• And if the goats is left alone with the cabbage he 

will eat the cabbage…
• How can the farmer cross with out losing any of 

them?

Help me out!

• Groups of 7, one slip 
each

• Describe your image, 
don’t show!

• Decide on the first & 
last image

• And… fill in the gaps!
• You’ve got 5 minutes 
• D F G B A C E 

1. What could be possible aims of the 
3 activities we did? 

2. What skills did you use to get to 
the answer? 

3. Do you use any of this kind of 
activities in your lessons? Why or 
why not? 

Reflection
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Life skills
Impulsive

Unpredictable Reactive

Emotional Unreasonable

Enthusiastic

Excitable

Entertaining

Moody

Imaginative

Naïve

Rebellious
Inquisitive

Impressionable

Observant

Aspiring

Adventurous

Experimental

Adaptable

Open-minded

Lazy

Indifferent
OUR CONTEXT

to prepare 
our learners 
for life!

What is the 
purpose of 
education? …

Describe

Pictures of Change

Explain Infer

And education needs 
to change with it 
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” In a globalized world an individual,
to participate fully in the word– as
worker, consumer & responsible, global
citizen – needs to be even better
informed and needs higher-order and
more flexible skills.”

Adapted from David Graddol, English Next (2006), The British Council 

"I don’t want to learn English as a
_________ only. I want to use English as
a _______ in interpersonal contacts,
travel, study and in whatever working
environment I may end up in.”

Anonymous student, December 2018

subject
tool 

20

What do our 
learners need?

What are the most 
important transferable 

skills employers value in 
graduates?THEIR FUTURE

Inform - Text

Skills that help students 
succeed in today's world. Also 
referred to as ‘life skills.’

Fan n Pick
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Fan n Pick

Student A: Fans & says
“Pick a card, any card.”

Student B: Picks & reads

Student C: Thinks & answers (30 secs)

Student D: Comments
That’s interesting!  What about..?
Really?  Tell me more.

http://www.macmillanenglish.com/life-skills/

INFLUENCE

LEARNTHINK

RELATE

to
self

to
others

LEARN

Learn

‘Only __ % of learners use learning 
strategies and memory techniques.’

4

‘Teachers would be more prepared to 
suggest these techniques to their 
learners if they themselves have had 
more experience of them.’   
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“Designing classroom activities
without understanding the brain is
like designing gloves without having
an understanding of the human hand.”
Hart, 1983

What do we know 
about how we learn 

best?

How the brain learns best

Rereading? Forgetting?

Closing the page and 
retelling it?

Study-study-
study-test

Practise mixed lexis?

Highlighting/ 
underlining?

Study-test-test-
test?

Practise lexical sets?

6 March - How the brain learns

Bedtime reading…

Thank you for your
active participation!

anna@teachertrain.org


