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YLs - who 
are they?

How do 
they learn? 

KEYS
for 

engagement

Breaking the code…

9428 273 843 5397 

367 36424464 

96864 53276377? 

What are the KEYS for 
engaging young learners?
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Know our audience 
& how they learn  

8

Young learners….

Classifying

Energetic
Spontaneous 
Social
Curious
Fun
Playful 
Imaginative

Hyper
Can’t sit still
Talkative
Easily 
Distracted
Silly
Emotional

Interest

Learner 
Profile

Readiness

Get to know your learners’…

How do they learn?

• Discomfort
• Distraction
• Boredom

-Lengthy focus time
-Lack of relevance 

• Overly-high demands
• Over-correction
• Lack of clarity /understanding

What stops them learning?
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1. Young learners do not learn language 
through explicit explanations

2. Young learners need a learning 
environment similar to first language 
acquisition

3. Young learners learn language through lots 
of meaningful exposure & interaction with the 
language

What does this mean for us?

Emotionally engage 
your learners

Glutamate

Dopamine

Do not train children to 
learning by force and 
harshness, but direct 
them to it by what 
amuses their minds…         

Plato

topics

multi-
sensorychallenge

activities

playful-
nessmeaningful

Emotional engagement 
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How do you usually use flashcards in 
class? 

• Revealing : flash it / slow reveal/ magic eye
• Say & Do: use different volumes, speeds, 

moods or characters to vary word level drilling
• Six Second Drill: drilling for chunks of 

language
• Acracadabra
• Mr Crocodile

Flasher flashcards

Look and listen. Look and listen.
What is this? What is this? 
Is it a......?
Is it a …..? 
Yes, yes, yes.  Yes, yes, yes  ? (no, no.. etc.!)

Brother John…
Book – New Words   

Your role: be an enabler 
& be enthusiastic! 

Deliberate, goal-directed teacher interventions:  
• Modelling
• Explaining 
• Questioning
• Prompting
• Telling
• Directing
• Giving Feedback  

(Learning Through Talk: MOE 2009) 

Enabling 
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“ Effective teaching requires a love
of the content, a care for the
subject, a desire to make others
love it too. Passionate teachers
are infectious…”

Hattie (2011)

Be enthusiastic… Body grammar

?

Set them up for 
SUCCESS

Bridging the gap

• Activate prior knowledge & build if needed
• Set clear tasks: show rather than tell
• Make thinking visible
• Use familiar activities to develop confidence
• Use body movement, realia & visuals
• Break the task down into small steps
• Provide plenty opportunities for practice

Scaffolding Learning

What can you see?

What is grandpa carrying?

Which letter do you think is 
first? 

Which letter do you think is 
last?

What makes you say that?

Support
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• “Serve” a 
fact/sentence you 
remember

• “Return” another 
fact to the other 
member/ team

• Run out of facts or 
time: lose a point!

Extend–Fact Tennis
Positive & trusting relationship

What are the KEYS for engaging 
young learners?What are the KEYS for 

engaging young learners?

• Know your learners & how they learn
• Emotionally engage them
• Your role: enable & be enthusiastic! 
• Set them up for success

Comments 
& 

Questions? 

Thank you

For more information
Please contact

NAME PERSON

M +44 (0) 000 000 000
T +44 (0) 000 000 000
E name.person@macmillan.com

Job Title

Thank you for your active 
participation!

anna@teachertrain.org


