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Activating Literacy Skills for 
Young Learners

Anna Hasper
ELT Consultant for Macmillan

Session

Over to 
you…

What 
& 

why? 

The 
journey-

How? 

Over to you…

How many words can you make? 

You’ve got 2 minutes!

4

Literacy Journey

Did you find any of these? 

it to at no cat not rat joy try unit one
joey July reaction client juicer truly currently

loner curly terrace create article certain
oracle you your retry injury journey literacy

eater eatery juicy notice tire icy enrol cutlery
trial trail celery lecture niece nice enjoy true

race join irony …

What is literacy?
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Literacy is…

• Complete the sentence
• Check with a partner
• Can you combine your definitions?

Literacy is the ability to 
read and write.

…” the ability to identify,
understand, interpret, create,
communicate and compute,
using printed and written
materials associated with
varying contexts.” (UNESCO)

Listen 
to Read View Write

Create Speak Express

So….literacy has changed

It has gone far beyond 
reading & writing

Why is literacy 
key?

‘
Writing was once seen as

a skill primarily taught to

reinforce other language

skills. However, in many

settings writing has now

moved to a more central

place in the curriculum.’

(Reid, 2001)

So what does this mean for us?



20/06/2017

3

1. A child is a blank slate

2. L1 literacy skills are transferable to L2
3. L2 learning development follows the same

patterns as L1 literacy development.
4. YLs need plenty of practice opportunities

5. YLs learn best through direct teaching

Stepping in their shoes

Stepping in their shoes

Literacy is the ability 
read and write.

• ____ a word before they can ___ it.
• ____ a word before they can ___ it.
• ____ a word before they can ___ it.

• Hear a word before they can say it.
• Say a word before they can read it.
• Read a word before they can write

it.                  
(Linse, 1995)

Young learners need to…

Young learners need a firm
foundation and understanding of the
spoken language before they can
become proficient readers and
writers of any language.

younglearnersneedafirmfoundationan
dunderstandingofthespokenlanguage
beforetheycanbecomeproficientreade
rsandwritersofanylanguage

How to teach 
literacy?

A structured approach

Small

Gradual 2Supported
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Letter gym

• They are eating apples
• She’s standing on a ladder
• She’s picking flowers.

She’s got a red pencil.

She’s got a green pen.

Story Dictation

Say/ wear/ go/ have/ see 

Dictogloss

• Read the text aloud at normal speed –
students only listen

• Read the text again – students write down 
key words

• In pairs students reconstruct the text
• Give them 30 seconds to ‘glance’ if needed
• Elicit the text back & feedback

Young learners should write about what
they have talked or read about; listening,
speaking and reading activities can be
used to prepare for writing. It is also key
to develop writing skills to express ideas
rather than just using writing to reinforce
language points.

Scaffolding 
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Text 
structure 
& genres 

concepts of 
print

spelling, word study

sounds, letters, phonics

oral literacy

Processes &  
Strategies 

• Give it plenty of Time 
• Select appropriate Texts
• Teach reading & writing explicitly
• Use Talk to think aloud & model
• Are selective with Tasks: less can be more
• Test for progress and to identify next steps

Effective teachers of literacy

Thank you

For more information
Please contact

NAME PERSON

M +44 (0) 000 000 000
T +44 (0) 000 000 000
E name.person@macmillan.com

Job Title

Thank you for your active 
participation!

anna@teachertrain.org


