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Our first plenary speaker today…  

      Grzegorz  
           Śpiewak 









  I have trouble with … 
  my problem is … 
   I can’t … 
   I’ve a problem with my … 
  I’ve got  very small … 





Where does it come from …?! 



 

Exercise  1 



  Do you usually think of (and react to!) 
linguistic mistakes  as positive or negative 
things…?? 

  And what do your students think…?? 

  ‘It depends’ 

or ??! 



or ??! 



 



 

Exercise 2 



or ??! 

  Which of these three best reflects your 
attitude …? 

(again, be honest with yourself ) 

 ‘I correct every wrong use of English. I insist on correct use 

of English as much as I possibly can.’ 

  

‘Nothing I can do will accelerate the process of 

improvement. So I correct little.’ 

  

‘I don’t correct language errors I hear or see  if I feel it 

discourages my learners.’ 



current 

age:               

1.8 

 
approx. no. of hours of L1 

instruction to-date: 

 

c. 7200  



Mama,          ! 

… which results in the following level 

of language competence … 



 Mummy, stop working on your report! 

 Look at me instead. 

 Open www.youtube.com  

 Find a clip with a steam engine.  

 My favourite one – you know which. 

 NOW !!! 

Mama, 



… and what about Franek’s 

language teachers ? 



typical feedback for Franek: 

‘Wow, Franek said…’ 

‘Aren’t you smart, Franek?’ 

‘Why don’t you say it again!’ 

  





Mama,      
 
   ! 



Learning Learning 





Bad news for Franek (et al.) … 



And then, one day… 



He sorry me 

In summer is a hot 

How much cost is lesson? 
  





 

Exercise 3 



or ??! 

She asked me where I did come from.   

He’s fond of cooking himself and for me.     

Did you went there alone?       

I like the city because it’s lively and expected about the future.  

The problem was that the door wasn’t keyed.    

I visit London last weekend.     

She was about herself very sensible. 

The book was into the bag.    
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http://pretty.tumblr.com/photo/1280/64224580/1/EsHu0gEzMh6axa7h66uP8sA2


or ??! 









 

Luke Prodromou 



o My students make a lot of                           

when they speak. 
 

o I always correct the                          as soon 

as they are made. 
 

o My students don’t like to make                            

mistakes 

mistakes 

mistakes 

or ??! 



o My students make a lot of                           

when they speak. 
 

o I always correct the                          as soon 

as they are made. 
 

o My students don’t like to make                            learning steps 

learning steps 

learning steps 

or ??! 



 

Exercise 4 



  A student of yours does something 

right on Monday, and then something 

wrong on Tuesday. Now what do you 

do?? 

   correct…?? 

   do nothing…?? 

    wait until Wednesday at least …?? 



 The possibility of non correcting 
should always be at the front of 
the teacher’s mind. 

Karolina Kotorowicz, To err is human 







 



 




