


Tackling Task Based Learning 

Task based learning 1 



Kindergarten 

Task based learning 2 



Task based learning 

TPR 

RING 

BUZZ 

3 



 Ready or not here they   
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Let’s Play! 

 

Using Flashcards 
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If what you see is what 
you hear, clap your 
hands three times! 
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If he isn’t right, stamp 
your feet three times! 
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Now that’s going to be 
tough! 

Add the keyhole 
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PPPPP  

 

• Presentation 

• Practice 

• Production 

• Personalization 

• Pronunciation 
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Tongue Twisters 

Red Lorry Yellow Lorry (x3) 

Fried Fish Fresh 

Fresh Fried Fish 

Fish Fried Fresh 

Sherman shops at cheap chop suey shops. 

The sixth sheik's sixth sheep's sick. 

Pass the pink peas please. 

Three free through trains.(x3) 

Truly Rural(x3) 
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Primary 
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•Learning through engagement in                           
meaningful experiences 

 

•Learning through play 

 

•Learning through representing 

 

•Learning through reflection 

Natural context for learning 
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Learning through engagement in 
meaningful experiences  

• experiences that allow children to use all 
their senses; 

 

• activities with a variety of materials and 
media; 

 

• physical activity, movement, and dance; 

 

• drama, music, and visual arts; 

 

• opportunities to create and read stories, 
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Learning through engagement 
in meaningful experiences  

• poems, and a variety of non-fiction; 

 

• opportunities to share personal experiences; 

 

• activities that call for language, literacy, and 
numeracy; 

 

• explicit instruction (including opportunities to 
observe demonstrations and receive 
explanations). 
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Task based learning 

PPPPP PP 
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Secondary 

Task based learning 47 



Task based learning 48 



Let’s kick-off... 

What do teenage learners say 
about what motivates them?  
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I’m learning more eagerly when... 

 

...the subject is easy                               72.8% 

...I like the teacher                                        57.3% 

...I can be better than my peers                   45.5% 

...the teacher is demanding                    35.4% 

...I know that the knowledge is useful         19.8% 

...the subject interests me                            17.6% 

...I’m learning for my parents                       16.6% 

...the lessons are interesting                    16.2% 

...I’m not falling behind with the material      5.2% 
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What does Educational 
neuroscience tell us? 
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21st Century Skills  

The 4 Cs 
Critical Thinking 

 
Communication 

 
Collaboration 

 
Creativity 
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21st Century Skills  

Task based learning 

Information 
Media & 

Technology 
Skills 
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Meaningful,  

Motivating & 

Manageable 

Task based learning 
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Task based learning 

backwards 
classroom 

reverse 
teaching 

The Thayer 
Method 

flip teaching  
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Task based learning 

The flipped classroom is a form of blended learning in 
which students learn new content online by watching video 
lectures, usually at home, and what used to be homework 
(assigned problems) is now done in class with teachers 
offering more personalized guidance and interaction with 
students, instead of lecturing.  

Flipping changes teachers from                                         
“sage on the stage” to “guide on the side” 
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Modelling and 
simulation 
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• In a bar 

• In a classroom 

• In a boxing ring 

• In a police station 

• In a clothes shop 

• Two fishermen 

• Grandma to grandson 

• Boss to employee 

 

 

Task based learning 

‘WOULD YOU LIKE ANOTHER ONE?’ 
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Short Conversations 
 Okay? 

Yes ,Thanks. 

Travelling for business or pleasure? 

Pleasure. 

Really? 

Well.... 

Alone? 

Yes. 

Right. 

 

 

A Suspicious 
Custom’s Officer 

Two Old Friends 

Two strangers attracted to each other 

Two passengers, one concerned, one drunk 

Task based learning 66 



Social participation 
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Projects 

• In your notebook, write... 

• In groups, make a poster... 

• In groups, make a power-point presentation... 

• In groups, make a vlog... 
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Social participation in testing 

A group of teenagers took an exam in Spanish as a FL; 

 

After the exam they discussed the answers for 15 minutes 

 

Next day they took another exam covering the same material 

 

Procedure repeated for the whole semester (4 tests) 
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Social participation in testing 

TEST 1 TEST 2 TEST 3 TEST 4 

1st 

attempt 

2nd 

attempt 

1st 

attempt 

2nd 

attempt 

1st 

attempt 

2nd 

attempt 

1st 

attempt 

2nd 

attempt 

72% 77% 76% 82% 78% 87% 82% 92% 

Dr Don Cooper, Institute for Behavioral Genetics, 
Department of Psychology and Neuroscience, 
University of Colorado 
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LEARNER 

ENGAGEMENT 

Teacher 

as catalyst 

Variety  

of Methods  

Personalized 

approach 

Digital  

Residents 

Task based learning 

 

Meaningful 

Including 
the 4 ‘C’s 
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The old and the new 
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Tertiary 
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Teaching Language  
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Teacher-Led 

Input 

Synthetic 

Exercises 

Accuracy 

Presentation 

Student-centred 

Output 

Tasks 

Fluency 

Practice 

Analytic 

Students can learn more 
effectively when actively 
involved in the learning 
process 

(Bonwell and Eison, 1991; 

Sivan et al, 2001) 



Role-plays & Simulations 
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. 

 

 

'bridging the gap between the classroom and 
the real world' (Holden, 1983:89).  
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The Case for Case Studies 

•Case studies are extremely rich in content and can provide the 
learner with the potential to consolidate already acquired 
knowledge and train specific language and managerial skills. 
Daly (2002) 

•The case study method has been used in many fields in third 
level education and also lends itself nicely to language 
learning. Daly (2002) 

•Case studies are complex examples which give an insight into 
the context of a problem as well as illustrating the main point.       
Fry et al (1999) 

•One of  the benefits of using case studies as an interactive 
learning strategy is shifting the emphasis from teacher-centred 
to more student-centred activities.   Grant (1997)  
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What is a Case Study? 
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The three parts of a case study are a 
scenario-based story that focuses on a 
specific, hypothetical problem, supporting 
literature that aligns with the main themes 
of the story, and guiding questions that 
help the learner gain the most from 
understanding the concepts and objectives 
of the case study by applying critical and 
higher order thinking skills. 

Laura Trujillo-Jenks 
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Market Leader 3rd Edition 
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Advantages of Case Studies 

•Motivating for Students 

•Develops Critical Speaking 

•Improves Communication Skills 

•Encourages Collaboration 

•Offers plenty of opportunity for Creativity 

•Meaningful Language Practice 

•Produces lots of Student Output 

•Can combine both long-turn and short-turn speaking 

•Easily extended to include transferable skills 

•Can be used to teach other subjects 
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    Case studies can be especially effective if they are paired 
with a reading assignment that introduces or explains a 
concept or analytical method that applies to the case.                    
(Boston University)  

 

    Case studies are also ideal platforms for practising soft skills 
in business contexts, getting students to negotiate contracts, 
organise discussions, run meetings, take part in debates etc. 
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Let’s look at a Case Study….. 
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David Seymour  

Sales Manager 

His job is on the line if 
he can’t improve the 
team’s performance! 
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Potential Pitfalls of using Case Studies 

•Difficult for some teachers to change focus 

•Teacher has less control 

•Students need to learn how to do them 

•Difficult to set a clear time 

•Not so easy to assess and grade performance 

•Takes time to set up  

•Classroom might need to be changed 

•Participation can be uneven 

•There is a need to clarify objectives 

•Feedback needs to be given 
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Learner Training 

The subject of group working comes up time and time 

again in student feedback. We originally provided no 
formal training for group work and soon 
recognised that this was an area we needed 
to address. We have developed a case study for some 

level1 students that incorporates group training including 

discussion of group dynamics, group 
functioning and group meetings. As outlined 

earlier, we also feel that formal group sessions are helpful 
for the students, particularly for longer case studies. 

Davis & Wilcock -
UK Centre for 
Materials Education 



Task-Based Learning 

Setting up the task (Instructions) 

On-task (Monitoring) 

Feedback 

Further Practice 

Skills/Recycling 
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Giving Feedback 

• Correcting errors. 

• Giving praise. 

• Further practice. 

• Eliciting answers from 
students individually. 

• Eliciting examples of 
student output. 

 

• Introducing language 
functions. 

• Introducing new language. 

• Asking students the result 
of the activity. 

• Eliciting task aims. 

• Self-Assessment 
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Getting things done 

•offering 

•requesting 

•suggesting 

•making arrangements 

•inviting 

•reacting to offers, requests, invitations and suggestions 

•reminding 

•instructing 

•advising 

•persuading 
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Thanks for your time….. 
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