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WHAT is personalization (and why)? 

WHEN do we personalize? 

HOW do we personalize the impersonal? 



Myself from A-Z
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q
R
S
T
U
V
W
X
Y
Z

Myself from A-Z

B is for Brill. It’s where I live.

E is for Eleanor. It’s my favourite
Beatles Song and the name of my 
daughter.

H is a silent letter in my first 
name and surname.

P is for puppets. I used to make 
them.

Q is for Queen. My country has 
one but I’ve never met her!
Idea from Chris Sion (2002) Creating Conversations in Class Delta



• Knowledge

• Experience

• Feelings



Why Personalize?

Humanistic

Interest and relevance

Memory

Agency

Authenticity



At the beginning of a lesson

1. What do you like doing in your 
free time?

2. Why do you like it?



“Hi [name], how are you?

“How was your weekend [name]?”

“Are you feeling better today?”

“How did your match go [name]? Did you win?”

“So? Tell me about your interview?”

“I really enjoyed reading your blog! I didn’t know you took 

photographs.”

“That’s a real interesting hobby. Why don’t you give a short presentation 

about it at the next lesson?”

Before the lesson starts



After presenting grammar

Write down three important years in your life. 

Then tell your partner the years. 

Can they guess why the years are important?



After presenting vocabulary

I really like _______, but I 
don’t like ______.

I often eat ______ for 
breakfast, but I never eat 
______.

I’ve never tried to cook 
_______, but one day I’d like 
to.

Life Elementary Second Edition Unit 5





work    daily routines

family      free time

possessions       

transport      holidays

shopping    clothes      

history      

weather     geography

technology     culture

other countries      

science         nature 

art      laws          

Personal Impersonal



• Speak

• Pass

•Nominate

Ed Dudley (2018) ETpedia Teenagers Pavilion ELT

1. Personal Choice





2. Modeling personalization



The study of culture begins as a journey 
into another culture and ends as 
a journey into your own culture.

Peter Adler

3. An intercultural approach

Life Advanced, NGL





4. Personalization of content

http://www.orangesmile.com/travelguide/oxford/high-resolution-maps.htm





5. Creative thinking



WHAT? 
knowledge, experience and feelings, shallow and deep, 
content and approach

WHEN? 
beginning, middle, end, before and after

HOW? 
choice, models, intercultural approach, materials and 
content, creative thinking



For further reading and references, go to:

www.johnhugheselt.com

https://johnhugheselt.com/portfolio/presenter/

https://ngl.cengage.com/infocus/

https://scottthornbury.wordpress.com/2012/02/12/p-is-for-personalization/

https://adaptivelearninginelt.wordpress.com/2018/03/31/personalized-learning-at-iatefl/

https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/blogs/davedodgson/david-dodgson-defining-
personalisation


