Worksheet one  english

LIVE FROM LONDON
First impressions

Set in Brixton, London, this video lesson includes authentic interviews with people living
in London, talking about first impressions.

Seven ideas on how to use this video with your class

The following lesson ideas can be used alongside the video Live from London. First Impressions. You can
use these ideas on their own, or you could group some of the activities together and choose to do them
in whichever order you prefer. Each lesson idea has a recommended learner level. The transcript is
attached under 'Related files’ at the bottom of this page.

If you're teaching teens, you can use these videos alongside the series Impressions. This video can be
used with the lesson plan ‘First impressions’.

Some of the ideas can be used for flipped lessons. In this scenario, students can do tasks and
preparatory work at home or in the school, independently from the teacher, for the following lesson. This
allows more time for communicative tasks, teacher-led tasks or group-led tasks during class time.

1. Vocabulary lesson 1 — Everyday expressions

Level: Intermediate (B1) to upper intermediate (B2)

Summary: Students familiarize themselves with some of the low-frequency everyday English in the video.

Objectives: vocabulary building; speaking practice; inducing meaning from context

Instructions: As the videos are authentic, unscripted interviews, some of the language used by the
interviewees is very natural and colloquial.
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Write the below words and expressions on the board, or print out the worksheet which can be found under
‘Related files’ at the bottom of this page.

to make one’s mind up
a done deal

to get it from someone
to talk nonstop

to come across

to be blown away

Explain to your students that these expressions are in the video, and as they listen they need to consider what
they mean in context. Play the video, and then place your students in groups to see if they can come up with
definitions for the new language. If they are still struggling, put the following definitions on the board:

a. to talk without pause or interruption

b. something that has already been decided and won’t change

c. to make a decision

d. the impression you get about someone when you meet them — i.e what you think of their behaviour or
appearance

e. when someone makes a big impact on you

f. to have a particular character trait like someone, often a parent or family member

Students match each definition to the correct word.

Answers:1.¢c 2.b 3.f 4.a 5d 6.¢e

You can then ask your students to discuss the following questions in small groups. You can write them on the
board or dictate them.

Do you make your mind up quickly about someone when you first meet them?
Is there anyone you would say your impression of is a done deal?

What do you get from your mum or dad?

Do you know anyone who talks nonstop?

How do you think you come across when people first meet you?

Who was the last person you met who blew you away?
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2. Vocabulary lesson 2 — describing people (adjectives)

Level: Pre-intermediate (B1) to upper intermediate (B2)

Summary: Students familiarize themselves with the adjectives used to describe people in the video.
Objectives: listening for specific information; vocabulary building; speaking practice

Instructions: Explain to your students they need write down all the adjectives used to
describe character orappearance that they hear in the video. Play the video.

Here is the list:

scruffy

Smart

obnoxious

friendly and unfriendly
courteous

Smiley

dry

bubbly

cool

approachable

nice

decent

genuine

really, really nice (eyes)

Now ask your students to find the main stress for each adjective, before modelling and drilling the new
words. Finally, ask your students to think of someone from their lives who fits with each adjective. Ask your
students to note the name of someone next to each adjective and then explain why in pairs or small groups.
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3. True or false questions

Level: Pre-intermediate (A2) to intermediate (B1)

Summary: Students are given a list of true or false statements about the video content.

Objectives: listening for specific information

Flipped: Students watch the video at home and prepare their true and false statements outside of class — see
the Additional idea below.

Instructions: Look at the statements below. Some are true, and others are false.

You can either write them up on the board or print out the worksheet under ‘Related resources’ at the bottom of
this page. You may wish to change the order of the statements or play the video first to make it more
challenging, or you may even wish to make your own true/false statements using the transcript (found at the
bottom of this page).

Please note that the answers are also given in this list.

Harry first notices people’s hair. [F] He first notices their attitude.

Harry takes after his father. [F] He takes after his mother.

Robbie first notices if people are friendly and smiley. [T]

Robbie asks a lot of questions when he first meets someone. [T]

Lorraine thinks people first notice that she’s funny. [F] Bubbly.

Harry thinks people first notice his voice. [T]

Rwakn thinks people first notice his eyes. [F] He mentions his height and how he doesn’t smile much.
Robbie says he often stops talking. [F] He talks non-stop.

Lorraine hopes people feel she’s a genuine person. [T]

. The first thing Robbie noticed about his best friend was her eyes. [T]

Additional idea: Ask your students to write their own true and false statements, to swap with a partner, about
what they first notice about others and what others first notice about them.

one _english
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4. Themed discussion
Level: Pre-intermediate (A2) to intermediate (B1)

Summary: Students use the main questions from the video and some additional questions as a basis for a
personalised discussion about ‘first impressions’.

Flipped: Your students could do the preparatory work at home and prepare answers and some further
questions to bring to class the following day.

Objectives: discussion; fluency practice
Instructions: Place your students into pairs or small groups for this activity.

Before playing the video, tell your students that Luke, the presenter/interviewer in the video, asks people about
first impressions. Ask your students to note down all the questions they hear in the video. Explain that there are
three questions (see list below).

What do you first notice about people?
What do people first notice about you?
What did you first notice about your best friend?

Now ask the students to discuss the questions in small groups.

Further potential discussion questions:

Do you think you judge people too easily?

Do you think people judge you too easily?

Are your first impressions normally right or wrong?

Do you think people judge too early?

Do you judge people on social networks like Facebook and Instagram?




Worksheet one.  english

LIVE FROM LONDON
First impressions

hoON -~

5. Note-taking on first impressions

Lorraine

Level: Pre-intermediate (A2) to intermediate (B1)

Summary: Students watch the video and write down notes on a chosen interviewee.
Objectives: listening for specific information; giving opinions; agreeing and disagreeing
Flipped: Preparation for the lesson can be done at home to bring to class the following day.

Instructions: Place your students into groups of four. Give each student in their groups the name of a different
interviewee from the video:

Harry
Rwakn
Robbie
Lorraine

Explain that as they watch the video they have to make detailed notes on their impressions of their person. You
could write these prompts on the board:

What'’s the first thing you notice about them?
What do you think of them?

Do you think they seem friendly or unfriendly?
Would you like to meet them?

What kind of job do you think they have?

Play the video.
Now ask your students to share their opinions in their groups.

Play the video again to consolidate the shared information.
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Finally, ask your students whether they agree or disagree with their group’s impressions. They can discuss this
in their small groups.

6. First impressions: /look, seem, look like

Level: Intermediate (B1) to upper intermediate (B2)

Summary: Students watch the video after completing this
lesson: http://www.onestopenglish.com/teenagers/impressions/first-impressions/

Objectives: further practice of look, seem and look like from the ‘First impressions’ lesson; agreeing and
disagreeing

Instructions: Write the following table up on the board:

PERSON Robbie Lorraine

looks

seems

looks like

Ask students to do the same on a piece of paper or on their computers, or use the worksheet found under
‘Related resources’ at the bottom of this page.

Now play the video. After viewing the video ask your students to fill in the table, practicing looks,seems, looks
like and any further language taken from the first impressions lesson.

Once completed, ask students to compare their tables in small groups. Do they agree or disagree? Finally, ask
your students what person they would most like to meet from the video.
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7. Real-life first impressions

Robbie

Level: Pre-intermediate (A2) to upper intermediate (B2)

Summary: Outside the classroom, students go and meet people (either in the school or surrounding area) to
write down their first impressions.

Objectives: to engage students; note-taking; speaking

Flipped: This lesson could start in class and be developed into more of a homework project. Once students
have gathered their first impresssions and photos/videos, these could be presented in the following class with a
Q&A exercise.

Instructions: Play the video to your students as a warmer without instruction. After your students have
watched the video, explain that they now have a task to do outside the classroom. Explain that they must go
and meet at least four new people. In order to do this, allow the students to work in pairs and come up with
some generic questions to ask people, unrelated to the subject. Students could pretend to be interviewing
people for a school project, or could even ask for directions. The main point is that they meet someone new
and have a first impression of them.

Once they have met and spoken to a new person, ask them to note down their first impressions of that person,
considering their appearance, attitude and how they came across in general. Make sure your students either
video the people they're interviewing or take a photo of them.

The following lesson, in class, change pairs and ask them to discuss who they met and what first impressions
they had. This could be developed into a small presentation with a Q&A exercise.
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Evervday expressions

Match the expression to its meaning.

1. to make one’s mind up a. to talk without pause or interruption
2. a done deal b. something that has already been decided and won’t change
3. to get it from someone ¢. to make a decision
4. to talk nonstop d. the impression you get about someone when you meet them - i.e what you
5. to come across think of their behaviour or appearance
6. to be blown away e. when someone makes a big impact on you
[ to have a particular character trait like someone, often a parent or family
member

True or false
Which sentences are true, and which are false?

1. Harry first notices people’s hair.

2. Harry takes after his father.

3. Robbie first notices if people are friendly and smiley.

4. Robbie asks a lot of questions when he first meets someone.

5. Lorraine thinks people first notice that she’s funny.

6. Harry thinks people first notice his voice.

7. Rwakn thinks people first notice his eyes.

8. Robbie says he often stops talking.

9. Lorraine hopes people feel she’s a genuine person.

10. The first thing Robbie noticed about his best friend was her eyes.

First impressions: look, seem, look like
Fill in the table to describe the people in the video.

For example: Harry looks nice. Rwakn seems like a confident person. Robbie looks like a barman.

PERSON Harry ‘ Rwakn Robbie Lorraine

looks
seems

looks like

© Macm flan Publishers Limked, 2015, Liw from Loadon: First lmpressions
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Luke: Today we’re in Brixton and we’re asking people about first impressions.
Luke: What do you first notice about someone when you meet them?

Harry: When they walk in the room?

Luke: Yeah.

Harry: | don’t know, probably their sort of, like, attitude is the first thing that | notice. | judge people
really quickly.

Luke: Do you?

Harry: It’'s really bad, yeah, and | make my mind up there and then, so ...
Luke: Oh, really?

Harry: Yeah, like, I get it from my mother, so ...

Luke: Oh, really?

Harry: Yeah, | just make a decision. | don’t really know what it is, | just get a general feeling about
someone. Maybe their aura.

Luke: Are you normally right, or ...?

Harry: Well, 've made the judgement so I'm never there to find out if | don’t like them! It doesn’t really
matter, anyway. It’s a done deal.

Rwakn: Sometimes you see people and they’re scruffy and they’re the nicest people, or you can have
the really smart person and they’re obnoxious.

Luke: Yes.

Rwakn: You understand what | mean?
Luke: So you see beyond the persona?
Rwakn: Yeah.

Luke: Beyond what they look like?

Rwakn: It’s like saying good morning. You either get a good morning back or you don’t get any. Well,
that won’t happen again for me — | wouldn’t say good morning to them again.

Luke: So you notice if people are friendly or unfriendly?
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Rwakn: Yeah yeah yeah, you notice that, and it doesn’t cost nothing to be courteous, does it?

Robbie: | don’t know, if they’re friendly. | guess if they’re smiley, like, | try and ask as many questions
as possible when | first see them to see if they open up quickly.

Luke: What do you think people’s first impression of you might be?

Lorraine: That I'm bubbly and | always have a big smile on my face.

Harry: Probably my voice. It's completely pan, there’s no emotion. Yeah, that, really. I'm quite dry.
Luke: Yeah.

Harry: Those sorts of things.

Luke: What do you think people first notice about you?

Rwakn: My height.

Luke: Your height?

Rwakn: Or my face. | don’t usually smile. I'm not really — | don’t usually smile.

Luke: You’re smiling quite a lot in this interview!

Rwakn: | am now cos I'm at work, I'm cool, ain’t I? So on the road you gotta ... this is Brixton, man,
I've been out here all my life so | know how to act.

Luke: Yeah.

Rwakn: And we’re friendly but you can’t let people take your kindness for weakness.
Luke: What do you think people might first notice about you?

Robbie: | talk a lot. | talk nonstop.

Lorraine: So | hope that's what they feel, that 'm approachable, and | come across as a nice, sort
of, decent, genuine person.

Luke: You do! | can feel it!
Luke: OK, what did you first notice about your best friend, that you can remember?

Harry: My best friend now ... Probably that he laughs at everything you say. Maybe that’s why | like
him cos it makes me feel like | do have some sense of humour.
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Luke: He laughs at you?

Harry: Yeah, yeah, basically.

Luke: He gets your dry sense of humour?

Harry: Yeah, | think that’s it.

Luke: Can you remember the first thing you noticed about her?

Robbie: Her eyes, she’s got really, really nice eyes. She was managing a hostel and | walked in and

| just, like, got blown away sort of thing. And now we’re like best mates as well. So yeah, it’s cool, it's
cool.
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