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About me 



Teaching and learning 





The three Ms… 

• Motivation – Engaging content 
 

• Memory – Repeated exposure 
 

• Meaning – Meaningful practice 
 

 



Motivation – Engaging content 

“The truth of the matter is that about 99% of teaching is 

making the students feel interested in the material. Then the 

other 1% has to do with your methods.” 
Noam Chomsky 

 

 



Memory – Repeated exposure 

“Various studies create a range of 5-16 encounters with 

a word for a student to truly acquire it.” 
Paul Nation 

 

 

 



“It is the need to get meanings across and the pleasure 
experienced when this is achieved that motivates second 
language acquisition.” 

Rod Ellis 

 

 

 

Meaning – Meaningful practice 



Motivating topics 

ELTpics 



Motivating topics – Houses 
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Motivating topics – Family 



Motivating topics – Sport 



Motivating topics – Environment 



Motivating topics – Technology 



Motivating topics – Culture/The Arts 
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Motivating texts 
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Motivating texts 



Motivating texts 



Memory – Repeated exposure 

Learning is remembering 



Memory – The WORD STORE 









Meaning – Meaningful practice 
 

“Students will best acquire the structures or patterns when they 
are put into situations that require them to use structures and 
patterns for some meaningful purpose other than decontextualized 
or mechanistic practice”  

 
Diane Larsen-Freeman 



Famous textbook beginnings 

The book is on the table 

Motivating tasks = Meaningful tasks 

This is a pen 

 

My tailor is rich 



Meaning? 



Exercise 1 – make & do 

Complete the questions with the correct form of make or do. 
 

1) How much money does a waitress ______? 

2) Could you ______ the washing today? 

3) Did Tom’s new business ______ a profit last year? 

4) Has Dick ______ the washing up? 

5) Were you ______ your homework when I called? 

6) Why did Harry ______ a complaint? 
 

Meaningless 



Exercise 2 – make & do 

Complete the questions with the correct form of make or do.  
 

 
 

1) Did you _____ your bed this morning? 
2) Do your neighbours ever ______ a noise? 
3) Do you like ______ the washing up? 
4) Who ______ the cooking in your house? 
5) Have you ever ______ dinner for somebody? 
6) Where does your family usually ______ the shopping? 
 

Meaningful 
 
 

Then, in pairs ask and answer the questions.  



The best role students can play in the classroom is 
themselves. 
 
• It focuses on the topic they know most about 

 

• It helps facilitate positive group dynamics 
 

• It brings humour into the classroom 
 

• It adds an element of surprise 
 

• It makes language learning memorable 
 

• It mirrors ‘real’ language use outside the classroom 

Meaningful tasks 



Meaningful tasks – Ask and answer 



Meaningful tasks – True or false 



Meaningful tasks – Agree or disagree 



Meaningful exam practice 
 

Use of  English 
 

(Agree or disagree) 

Meaningful exam practice 
 

Use of  English 
 

(True or false) 



Focus means… 

• Motivating materials ✔ 

• Memorable materials ✔ 

• Meaningful materials ✔ 



Thank you! 

vaughan@englishlanguagematters.com 
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